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Flags and Flashlights
Poacher 2008

A week away with CSFST was almost guaranteed to be a week full of fun but this has left me with a problem how do I condense 
that much fun into one article?
The fun started early morning on Friday 25th July when we met at Nine Ashes for the long journey to Lincoln. About 6 hours later 
and we finally arrived in the glorious sunshine having left the rain and wind behind in Cornwall.
A total of 16 members from CSFST went to Poacher to make up team B of the security team, they were; 001 Dave, 002 Clare, 
004 Mark, 005 Kelly, 008 Sammy, 009 Danny, 010 Jen, 011 Me (Kate), 017 Ed, 018 Ian, 019 Paul, 020 Sam, 021 Marcus, 034 
Abbie, 037 Chloe and last but by no means least 000 Megan.

Poacher is an international Scout camp held every four years at Lincolnshire show ground. Security was provided 24 hours a day 
by a rota of 4 teams, most of who are members of the NSFST.
The theme for the week was Around the World in 7 Days. There were 6 sub-camps for Scouts and Guides; Deserts, Pole to Pole, 
Oceans, Mountains, Rivers and Jungles; Underground for the Explorer Scout Young Leaders and Space, where the staff stayed.

Our duties as security were to patrol the sub-camps and activity centers and man any entrances and the security head quarters.
The security members were divided into 4 teams and we each did six 8 hour shifts.

Our team was on the first shift which started one hour after we arrived. This did not give us long to set up camp but in true CSFST 
style we all pulled together and before long we each had somewhere to sleep and had a cooking shelter and dining shelter 
complete with electricity… well we needed some means to check Facebook, charge mobile phones and to straighten our hair!
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Most of our shifts passed without any problems and gave us a good opportunity to meet new people and see what activities the 
youngsters were getting up to. However we also had two of the busiest shifts. 
Our first day shift was as everyone arrived on site. This meant we had thousands of people coming on site which we had to direct 
to car parks and to their camps. This would have been difficult enough in the best of circumstances however it was also one of the 
hottest days of the year and after 8 hours in the baking heat we were all flagging.
We also had the last night shift. As this was the final night of camp it seemed like no-one wanted to sleep, which resulted in a 
number of incidents that we had to deal with.

As well as working hard we also had plenty of opportunity to have fun ourselves when we had time off. On our days off we went to 
the local swimming pool a number of times to take refuge from the heat, we spent plenty of time stocking up on supplies in 
Tesco’s and visited McDonalds to cool down with McFlurrys. For our big day out we ventured up to Clethorpes to Pleasure Island 
Fun Park. Here we enjoyed many rides from scary roller coasters that drove you upside down to nice gentle, boat trips on the 
lake.

Along the way we had many a laughs and overall I think a good time was had by all. There were too many amusing incidents to 
name them all but below are my top 10. I won’t explain them all in detail as I will be here all day but for those of you that came I 
hope they bring back some good memories and for those that did not, well you will just be left feeling intrigued and wishing you 
came!:

In no particular order:

1. Mini bus racing across the field
2. Kate (i.e. me) driving the buggy (well attempting to) with our additional member
3. Jen: “Oh look there’s a Halifax” Kelly: “No you fool that’s a for sale sign!”
4. Pegging out!
5. Sammy on blind date
6. Buying the Duck off Ebay, Buy it, Sell it, Love it!
7. Kate: “If the battery symbol on my radio has no bars and the radio is bleeping does that mean I need to change the 

battery?”
8. Paul riding the child’s car trolley in Tesco’s
9. Graffiti bus

However I think the top moment and final words should come from our Treasurer. While the rest of us were on night duty Clare 
stayed off duty to look after Megan. She got up in the night only to be greeted by an interesting site from the mess tent. The 
following text message was then sent:

10. ‘Cornish Campers in Lincolnshire set up a free steam room in their mess tent! When the CC for Cornwall was interviewed 
about this new Scouting activity he replied "Well in Cornwall we like to offer a varied and diverse programme for all."
He was later seen running from the mess tent shouting "Pull the plug, some idiot left the burco on!!"’
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